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sound. The Indian is a highly emotional creature. He can
be whipped up into transports of enthusiasm for something
round the next bend in the road. As he is also in some ways
a simple and trusting person, he may be consoled, on finding
nothing round the corner, with assurances that there has
been a slight error in calculations and that it is really the
next bend again that matters. In fact, if prospects of some
immediate result can be held out to him, he can be induced
to display the keenest interest and exert a considerable
degree of energy.
It was that temperamental characteristic of the Indian
which determined the nature of the independence movement.
Appeals for a progressive campaign, co-operating with the
British Raj, but working steadily to put power into Indian
hands, would have been a total failure. Its supporters
might have been able to show that it would lead to less
disruption and therefore to greater prosperity for the country
as a whole. They might have argued, with truth, that the
experience gained would be invaluable in years to come.
They might even have been right in saying that it could
have resulted in full Indian sovereignty, without partition,
at an even earlier date. But they would have spoken to
deaf ears. It would have been a programme without drama
or romance. It would have offered no scope for the self-
immolation which is so markedly popular. In short, it
would have been intolerably dull.
The men who have taken control of the educational
movement since independence are not going to make the
mistake of offering a scheme too safe or too dull, however
well devised, to appeal to the imagination of their country-
men. They have proclaimed that a beginning on the road
to compulsory education for all must be made this year. It
is to advance by means of two five-year plans to bring all
children between the ages of six and eleven within its scope.
Already the speed-up is running into difficulties. Within
the first few months of this year, Education Minister Maulana